Instructions for writing Alternative Paper for Research Requirement

If you have not yet completed your research participation requirement, please write a 3-4 page paper in lieu of this requirement. Below, please read instructions on how to write this paper.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You will first need to pick a topic related to Psychology, then find two peer-reviewed, scientific, research journal articles. Your sources must be from research journals, not books, internet or non-scientific references. You can do a search on Google Scholar or use PSYCinfo which is a database found on the BU Libraries main page. For example, if you are interested in children's pretend play, type in "children's pretend play" or "development of pretend play" and look through some of the articles. After you find two that you are interested in, please email Ian the links to these articles, so we can make sure you have identified two legitimate scholarly articles. 
After you get approval, you can write the paper. In the opening paragraphs, you can briefly introduce the topic in general terms (example: "children as young as 3 years engage in a kind of play where objects, people, or roles can be imaginary, fictional, or taken as symbols for other things. This is termed "pretend play"...).  You then need to summarize the main findings and arguments from each of the articles you found. After you give the reader a brief summary of each article, you should synthesize, critique, compare and contrast (whatever is most appropriate to your two articles) the arguments or findings from the two articles. Finally, you need a conclusion.
This paper should be 3-4 pages long, double-spaced. You have to turn in a hard copy of your paper by Wednesday, December 11th in class to avoid receiving an incomplete mark for the course.

